

Parental Permission Guidance and Template

[Federal regulations and the University of Georgia have additional requirements for research involving children.  One of the standard requirements with research involving children is for investigators to obtain permission from one or both parents for the child to participate in the research.  Essentially, parental permission should be obtained and documented in a manner similar to that used to document informed consent.  There are some instances when parental permission or the documentation of parental permission may be waived (see 45 CFR 46.116 & 45 CFR 46.117); however, the IRB's standard expectation is that investigators will use a written Parental Permission Form to inform parents of the research. If you are considering requesting one of these waivers, provide complete justifications in the study submission.

In most cases, a Parental Permission Form does not need to be significantly different from an Informed Consent Form.  Investigators are encouraged to use the Sample Consent Form (with signature) from the list of Consent Form Templates but modify the text of the form so it is subject-appropriate (i.e., use "your child" instead of “you”) and to use the following for the IRB oversight paragraph and signature lines]:

If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s rights as a research participant in this study, you may contact the Institutional Review Board (IRB) Chairperson at 706.542.3199 or irb@uga.edu. 

Research Subject’s Consent to Participate in Research:

To voluntarily allow your child to take part in this study, you must sign on the line below.  Your signature below indicates that you have read or had read to you this entire Parental Permission Form, and have had all of your questions answered.

Your Child's Name: 








Your Signature: 







  Date 




Your Printed Name: 






 

Signature of Researcher: 





   Date 




Printed Name of Researcher: 





   
Please sign both copies, keep one and return one to the researcher.
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